
Grady Brown was born in Dierks, Arkansas on January 16, 1923.   In 1941, he was inducted into 

the United States Army.  He served in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater as a Platoon Sergeant and 

Radar Technician until August 1944.  Grady entered the Army Infantry Officer Candidate School in 

September 1944 and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in January 1945.  He served as 

a Company Commander for both training and combat commands in Korea.  Grady served on the 

faculty at the Infantry School, the Artillery School and the Command and General Staff College.

His staff experience began in 1952 at both Army and Regimental Level in Korea.  Between 1962  

and 1964 he served as Commandant of the Fourth Army NCO Academy and in turn rose to 

Commander of an Infantry Battle Group.  In 1965 he was Commander and Senior Advisor to the 

I Corps Regional Force of South Vietnam.  From 1967 To 1971 he served with the  Combat 

Development Command at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas and as the Senior Advisor to the Emergency 

Operation Headquarters of the Arkansas National Guard.

From 1971 to 1978 Grady served in various administrative positions for the State of Arkansas.  

From 1979 to 1981, Brigadier General Brown, served as Assistant to the Adjutant General to the 

State of Arkansas and in 1983 he was appointed Director of the Arkansas Department of Veteran 

Affairs.  In 1999, Grady L. Brown was recognized by the State of Arkansas (HR 1018) for his 

“many years of unselfish devotion and service to his state, nation and his fellow veterans.”

Mr. Brown was the State Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1992 and 1993.  

He served as Chairman of the Governor’s Commission for Veterans Affairs from 2000 to 2003 

and also served as Vice President of the Arkansas Veterans Coalition at the time of  his death 

on August 10, 2003.

Grady was the driving force for almost 20 years that ultimately resulted in securing land to provide 

a dignified final resting place for our state’s veterans at what is now the Arkansas State Veterans 

Cemetery in North Little Rock.  A plaque has been placed in his honor.

Mr. Grady L. Brown served in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, earning honorable recognition in 

each war, including The Legion of Merit, Air Medal, Bronze Star, the Medal of Valor and seventeen 

service ribbons.

In 2007, the library at the Arkansas State Veterans Home was named in his honor.
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